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Mark Blecher, Australian Forest Activist
BY COL GIBSON

Mark Blecher has been praised for his contribution to the 
conservation cause in the South East Forests over many dif-
ficult years, as a local stalwart of the Towamba Valley Catch-
ment Protection Association, a regional representative of 
the South East Forest Alliance, and sometime president of 
the South East Conservation Council. It is less well known 
that he was  also one of a number of Towamba Valley local 
residents who participated in the early actions in defense 
of the South East Forests of New South Wales in 1989.

Mark was the designer of a particularly ingenious device: a 
cylindrical locking steel canister with five openings at the top, 
used to block gates in the Coolangubra forest. Police had to 
toil with crowbars and mattocks to dig the contraptions out.

Ian Cohen mentions these in his book Green Fire, not-
ing that they were nicknamed “Wog Wogs” (after a lo-
cal landmark). But we did have another name for them 
before this—Blecher Devices. Mark, however, was a lit-
tle uncomfortable with this name given the profile he 
had in the broader community. Neither of these names 
stuck, however, and today a device such as this might be 
referred to as a sleeping dragon

Mark also made durable platforms that served us well in 
Coolangubra. as well as Wog Way where they supported 
relays of sitters for thirteen months.

Mark was good natured and level headed. In stand-
ing up to ranks of duplicitous politicians and bureau-
crats, despite set backs at every turn, his persever-
ance always testified to his dedication and positive 
disposition. Sadly, Mark lost his long battle with leu-
kaemia in March 2010. He is remembered with love 
by his family, friends and fellow campaigners.

Colin Gibson was blockader and tree sitter in Australia during 
the '80s at the Franklin, Daintree and South East Forests.

Judy Bonds, A Voice of Appalachia 
BY VERNON HALTOM

Julia Belle Thompson Bonds, executive director of 
Coal River Mountain Watch, passed from this life Janu-
ary 3, 2011.  She was born August 27, 1952, in Birch 
Hollow of Packsville, West Virginia, one of many com-
munities to be eliminated by Massey Energy’s malignant 
coal operations in Appalachia.

Known as Judy to her friends, she joined Coal River 
Mountain Watch to fight the mountaintop removal and 
sludge dams threatening her family and community. 
In 2003, she won the Goldman Environmental Prize. 
With Earth First! Appalachian allies, Coal River Moun-
tain Watch, and others, she created the Mountain Jus-
tice movement.  In 2005, Judy was one of the first two 
people in decades to be arrested protesting Appalachian 
strip mining operations.  In 2009, she was arrested again 
protesting Massey Energy’s mountaintop removal and 
coal processing operations beside Marsh Fork Elemen-
tary School, at a rally where she was violently attacked 
by a Massey supporter. Judy has appeared in several 
documentaries, such as Black Diamonds, Mountain Top 
Removal, Burning the Future, Coal Country, and On Coal 
River; books such as Coal River, Plundering Appalachia, 
Crimes against Nature, Mountain Justice and Something’s 

Log truck stopped by “Blecher Devices” at Sheepstation Creek, March 1989. 

  Mark Blecher,  Judy Bonds               and Walkin’ Jim Stoltz
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These pages are a continuation of the Fallen 
Warriors section in Volume I of the 30th Anni-
versary. Many friends and family have passed on 
in our movement, but their spirit continues to live 
through our commitment to carry their struggles 
forward.  —EF! JOURNAL COLLECTIVE

Judy at a Public Energy Authority meeting, 2007.
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Rising; and numerous magazines including People, News-
week, Vanity Fair, Utne Reader, and O.  In 2009, Utne Reader 
named her one of “50 Visionaries Who Are Changing 
Your World,” along with such influential people as the 
Dalai Lama. The story of her passing was covered across 
the country, from the Washington Post to the Los Angeles 
Times.

During Judy’s funeral, activist Reverend Jim Lewis 
quoted Frederick Douglas: “If there is no struggle there 
is no progress. Those who profess to favor freedom, 
and yet depreciate agitation, are men who want crops 
without plowing up the ground. They want rain with-
out thunder and lightning. They want the ocean with-
out the awful roar of its many waters... Power concedes 
nothing without demand.”  Judy had a short version of 
this quote displayed in her home, and she constantly 
made that demand.  She never compromised in defense 
of Mother Earth.

Videos, photos, and written accounts of Judy’s inspira-
tional life can be viewed at WWW.JUDYBONDSMEMORIAL.COM 
or WWW.CRMW.NET.  

Vernon Haltom is a friend of Judy Bonds and the current ex-
ecutive director of Coal River Mountain Watch.

Walkin’ Jim Stoltz,  Warrior Musician
BY PAUL RICHARDS

Legendary American Folksinger and Backcountry Trav-
eler James “Walkin' Jim” Stoltz passed September 3, 2010, 
in Helena, Montana.

Stoltz, a veteran performer for 35 years, earned his 
nickname “Walkin’ Jim,” by hiking more than 27,000 
miles through wild country in North America. Packing a 
guitar and penning extraordinary lyrics along the trails, 
Walkin’ Jim’s songs voiced enormous respect and appre-
ciation for the Earth, its wild places, and the wild critters 
that he carefully studied and truly adored.

Walkin’ Jim Stoltz was a co-author and dedicated pro-
ponent of the Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection 
Act (NREPA) the “wildest bill on Capitol Hill,” which, 
when enacted, will designate 24 million acres of our 
roadless public wildlands legacy in Montana, Idaho, 
northwestern Wyoming, eastern Washington, and east-
ern Oregon as Wilderness.

Stoltz had a successful kidney transplant, donated by John 
Giacalone, on March 16, 2004.  In the fall of 2007, Walkin’ 
Jim learned that he had cancer in his tonsil chords and 
lymph nodes of his neck. Jim underwent surgery, followed 
by chemotherapy and radiation treatments. The winter of 
2007-2008 was a tough one, as expenses piled up and medi-
cal bills consumed most of Jim’s financial resources.

In the summer of 2008, Walkin’ Jim underwent his own 
prescribed “Wilderness Therapy” and walked 460 miles 
through the mountains of Idaho and Montana. In 2009, 
Jim walked an incredible 500-mile loop through the remote 
mountain ranges of eastern Nevada. In 2009 and early 2010, 
Walkin” Jim toured unwaveringly with his “Forever Wild” 
show (named after the song he wrote, which Peg Millett 
made famous around Earth First! campfires), combining live 
music, story-telling, and poetry with stunning slideshows to 
create a stirring celebration of the natural world.

  Mark Blecher,  Judy Bonds               and Walkin’ Jim Stoltz

“Prove you’re a friend of coal: drink sludge.”


