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1995-1999

1995 1996 1997 19991998

“Sugarloaf falls to the saws,”
Warner Creek Digs in,

Ward Valley begins

UK Reclaim the Streets 
smashes cars, holds Street 

Carnival

Wild Rockies EF! 
lockdown protects 

Montana wilderness

RAN: Mitsubishi Boycott 
Strikes

Ruckus Society founded

Woody Harrelson 
climbs Golden Gate 

Bridge for Redwoods

First Minnesota blockade 
by Big Woods EF!

Goolengook blockade begins in Australia

I-69 Resistance 
Begins

Trees spiked in 
Gabon, Africa

Rally for Headwaters Forest 
brings 8,000 people to the 
redwoods, including Mickey 

Hart and Bonnie Raitt

UK GMO scythings

ELF torches Vail Ski 
Resort

Minehaha Free 
State begins

First ELF action: 
Oregon McDonald’s 

locks glued, walls 
spraypainted, “ELF”

WTO meeting shut 
down in Seattle

The repression did not die down as the millennium ticked 
away, nor did it stop Earth First!. EF! simply would not back 
down—lock downs and free states sprang up while “treesit” 
became a household word.

The Warner Creek Free State stood successfully blocking logging 
for years until authorities backed off. Cove/Mallard had also de-
clared victory by the end of the ’90s, and a new campaign began 
to protect the wild against a nuclear dump in Ward Valley, South-
ern California. An anti-roads free state opened in Minnesota, re-
sistance to I-69 started in the Mid-West, and militant direct action 
by the new Earth Liberation Front (ELF) cost industry millions.   

Projects like the Buffalo Field Campaign, which came out of 
Earth First! campaigns and groups, helped build the movement, 
but the idealogical split around using property destruction along 
with civil disobedience reached a new height of intensity with 
the dramatic actions of the ELF. Caught in the maelstrom was the 
Earth First! Journal, trying to moderate the debate.”. Caught in the 
maelstrom was the Earth First! Journal, which many felt had begun 
to accept property destruction as an acceptable Earth First! tactic. 

Still, the momentum from the 90s carried over into the mil-
lenium with many EF!ers taking part in the Battle in Seattle.

A
ction C

lose-up

Demo at DuPont plant in Antioch, CA, 
1992: “People painted their faces so they 
were melanoma-stricken, we wore hazard 
suits, brought 55 gallon drums of toxics 
that doubled as drums to beat on, and 
staged a die-in.  All those people out in 
the streets   with skin cancer yielded a lot 

of press coverage.” — KP

Photo courtesy of K
aren Pickkett

In background: Warner Creek Blockade (top), Headwaters Rally (bottom)

B
ackground Photos courtesy of EF! Journal A

rchives
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2000-2004

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Hock-Hocking 
EF! stages fi rst 
Ohio treesit

Wild Rockies EF! blocks 
Boise-Cascade in Idaho

Santa Cruz EF! defends 
ancient redwoods

Gypsy Mountain Treesit defends Humboldt 
redwoods for two years

Katuah EF! Protests KKK 
in South Carolina

WREF! defends Bitterroot 
Wilderness in Montana

EF! wins historic 
legal victory: 

Bari, Cherney vs. FBI

The Fall Creek Treesit starts in 1998, continues for 6 years, ends in victory

Katuah EF!
conf ron t s 

MTR

Chuk’shon EF! mountain 
lion hunt sabotageEagle Creek 

Treesit raided,  Tre 
Arrow begins 11 

day occupation on 
ledge of Forest 

Service building

The beginning of the new millennium heralded an 
era of challenges and great expectations for Earth First!. 
A young, dynamic movement with vast public support, 
EF! engaged in campaigns  with community support 
from Minnesota to Arizona, Cascadia to Appalachia.  Af-
ter the victory in Cove/Mallard, Wild Rockies wilder-
ness became a stronghold of radical environmentalism, 
while EF! tactics and veterans were credited with much 
of the success of the WTO shutdown in Seattle, 1999.

Campaigns in Cascadia broke through the frontlines 
of environmental struggle with the new Fall Creek Trees-
it. Started by two individuals, Fall Creek evolved into a 
six-year-long test of EF!’s will, tactics of nonviolence and 
strategy of free states. Meanwhile, the Minnehaha Free 
State in Minneapolis forced a highway rerouting proj-
ect to spare threatened headwaters through nonvio-
lent lockdowns and solidarity with indigenous peoples.

As Earth First! continued to struggle against deforesta-
tion and environmental destruction everywhere through 
treesits, lockdowns and road blockades, activists be-
gan gathering support for lawsuits that fl ipped atten-
tion to the police tactics of pepper spray and pain com-
pliance holds. The state fought back harder than ever.

Using the escalation of tactics by the ELF to attack Earth 
First!, the US government launched a full-scale campaign 
of surveillance and repression against “domestic terror-
ism” after September 11, 2001. Increasing the sentencing 
for sabotage done in defense of the Earth and the harassing 
of activists, the US  started using Grand Juries regularly for 
the fi rst time in its attempts to repress the radical environ-
mental movement. Using the heightened pressure to coerce 
testimonies from activists, the government zeroed in on in-
dividuals who had been turned in by their peers, sentencing 
them to extreme prison sentences for minor acts of arson.

In spite of EF!’s constant pressure to defend itself against 
allegations of terrorism, energetic campaigns to defend wil-
derness maintained steam in Montana and Idaho, while EF! 
goups in Appalachia began to establish an anti-oppression 
critique in the midst of the inception of mountaintop re-
moval (MTR)—arguably the most environmentally destruc-
tive practice taking place in the US today. In a highlight, 
Judi Bari fi nally won a lawsuit against the FBI, albeit post-
humously, showing how the FBI had indeed violated the 
First and Fourth Amendment Rights of Judi Bari and Darryl 
Cherney by blaming the activists for the car-bombing that 
almost took their lives in attempts to discredit EF!.

Congressional Hearing 
on Ecoterrorism

Jeff “Free” Luers 
sentenced to 23 years 

for burning SUVs
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2005-2009

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

SHAC 7 sentenced 
for running a website

Katuah EF! helps start 
fi rst Mountain Justice 

Summer

Everglades EF! fi ghts 
against Scripps

Operation Backfi re: 11 indictments 
inaugurating the Green Scare

Katuah EF! shuts 
down coal plant  in 

North Carolina

UC Berkeley Treesit
stands for two years

Offi ce occupation in 
Austin against I-69

No Borders Camp in 
Calexico expands free 

state tactics

Everglades 
EF! blockades 

FPL Gas 
Plant

Roadblock EF! fi ghts I-69 in Indiana 

Maine EF! resists development, deforestation by Plum Creek Croatan EF! 
locks down 
to “Death 

Star”

UC Santa 
Cruz 

Treesit
New Jersery 
bear hunt sab

With the arrival of MTR came the dawning of a new era 
of resistance. Mountain Justice Summer was formed by 
members of Katuah EF!, and the Earth First! Climate Cau-
cus evolved into Rising Tide North America, marking new 
reference points for climate change activists, environmen-
tal justice activists and conservationists. 

NAFTA and other Free Trade Agreements had generated an 
idea of open borders that allowed economic exploitation to 
usurp human rights and environmental protection, bring-
ing activists to defy new infrastructure plans and programs 
to increase manufacturing and industry. 

As groups in Florida, Indiana, Texas and North Carolina 
began to emerge onto the new tableau of anti-infrastructure, 
anti-industry actions with daring imagination and power-
ful ideas, the FBI initiated the Green Scare, a sweeping es-
calation of indictments, surveillance and repression which 
resulted in lengthy sentences for important activists impli-
cated in ELF actions by informants.

In spite of intense oppression, campaigns to protect old 
trees on the college campuses of Berkeley and Santa Cruz 
proved that treesits still gathered broad-based public sup-
port, while daring blockades against Florida Power and Light 
and the coal company AEP showed that EF!’s younger gen-
eration was carrying the torch with pride and bravery.

Eric McDavid sentenced to 
20 years for thought crime

Marie Mason sentenced 
to 20 years for arson

A
ction C

lose-up

Berkeley Treesit, 2007: “The Save the Oaks 
campaign was an urban tree sit that lasted 
two years, activated the student popula-
tion of UC Berkeley and involved every-
one from University faculty to city coun-
cil people to elementary school classes to 
many Native Americans to People’s Park 
residents but was branded as an Earth 

First! campaign.” — KP

EF! Climate 
Caucus forms, 

soon to be 
Rising Tide

Powershift:
EF!ers help 
shut down 
coal plant, 

in DC

“Grand Dammes Treesit": three women over 80

We apologize if you have any complaints that your group wasn’t accurately or fully represented in this timeline.

2004

Photo courtesy of K
aren Pickkett

In background: “el amore no ve fronteras” banner from No Borders Camp


